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PLAYS OF THE MONTH 


by A. E. Wilson 


WO plays of the month at least have 

attracted deserved attention and, I believe, 
popular success. Mr. J. B.  Priestley’s 
“Cornelius” at the Duchess’s is a sympathetic 
study of the human aspect of business de- 
pression ; office life is depicted with plausible 
realism and Ralph Richardson as the hero 
gives a warmly human performance. 

Cornelius is a partner in a once-prosperous 
city firm now hit by depression, and his gallant 
but vain fight against failure, the cheerfulness 
that hides his forebodings, his wistful hope of 
salving the firm, give the play its intensely 
moving appeal. 

Mr. Richardson, suggesting all the innate 
fineness and courage in the character, magnifi- 
cently endows the play with life. I doubt if 
this good fellow with his dreams and his 
humour would ever have contemplated suicide 
as Mr. Priestly suggests, but his rejection of 
the impulse when, all being lost, he hurls a 
ledger through the window and strides out 
of the office filled with some new hope, pro- 
vides a telling “curtain.” The slight love 
interest seers to have been added as an after- 
thought. 

Rodney Ackland’s adaptation of Hugh 
Walpole’s “The Old Ladies” at the New— 
the other notable success of the month—is a 
remarkable achievement. Who would have 
thought a thin story about three old women 
living in a dismal provincial lodging-house 
would have so enthralled an audience ? 

That it “comes off” is a tribute to the skill 
of the adapter, the imaginative production 
of John Gielgud, the wonderfully contrived 
setting by “Motley” which permits simul- 
taneous glimpses of three rooms—each 
characteristic of its occupant—and to the 


superb performances of the three actresses 
upon whom the entire burden of the play falls. 

The play with its story of a pitiful old 
spinster terrorised by a crazy, gipsy-like crone 
who finally kills her, is grim, macabre, Grand- 
Guignolesque. Edith Evans dominates the 
play with a study bizarre and repellent yet 
suggestive of some richness of spirit denied 
to her neighbours—the pathetic and timid 
Miss Beringer of Jean Cadell and the gentle 
Mrs. Amorest beautifully played by Mary 
Jerrold. 

Keith Winter’s farce “Worse Things Happen 
at Sea” at the St. James’s is a gay triviality. 
I know that I enjoyed its squibs, its enter- 
taining horseplay and some of its cheeky lines 
but I have completely forgotten what it was 
allabout. Always entrancing Yvonne Arnaud 
figured in it ; so did Athole Stewart and Frank 
Lawton who tried in vain to persuade us that 
he was an unpleasant young novelist. The 
piece introduced Ena Burrill, a newcomer to 
London with a distinct personality. “Love 
and Let Love” at Daly’s was a farce without 
anv distinction. 

If I wished to be rude I should describe 
“Aunt of England” at the Savoy as tripe and 
old-fashioned tripe at that. Such a naive and 
incredible story and so cumbrous a treatment 
belong to a past age. Yet this absurd legend 
about a duchess’s grandchild betrayed by a 
village organist with its display of Victorian 
whiskers and crinolines, permitted that great 
little actress Haidee Wright to give a wonderful 
piece of acting as the dominating duchess not 
hardened against sentiment. It saved the 
piece. 

Apart from Stephen Haggard’s sensitive 
and touching Falder and Leon M. Lion’s 


129 








PLAYS OF THE 


counsel for the defence I am afraid my impres- 
sion of the revival of “Justice” —first venture 
in the Galsworthy Festival at the Playhouse— 
is of acting indifferent to downright bad. 
Gwen Ffrangcon-Davies was not happily 
cast as Ruth Honeywill. Galsworthy requires 
better acting and more care than this well- 
intentioned revival displayed. 

Vernon Sylvaine in “and a Woman Passed 
By” at the Duke of York’s contributed a clever 
if melancholy study in marital relationship 
in which Kathleen O’Regan and Ion Swinley 
managed to steer clear of dullness. Will no 
one ever write a good play for Ernest Milton ? 
This picturesque actor was once again wasted 


MONTH 


in “Delusion,” an absurd story of “back 
stage” ballet life which survived only a few 
nights at the Shaftesbury. 

Adept in the art André Charlot produced 
another delightful little revue in ‘‘Charlot’s 
Char-a-bang” at the Vaudeville with Elsie 
Randolph, Reginald Gardiner and John Tilley 
as its clever stars. The Embassy’s first revue 
“Let’s Go Gay” was so successful that it was 
promoted to the Shaftesbury. Sydney Carrol’s 
revival of “Everyman,” an unsuccessful and 
undistinguished resurrection of Johnson’s 
“Alchemist,” and Paul Robeson’s appearance 
as a native chief in a very poor play at the 
Arts were other events of the month. 








The Tenth 


COMMUNITY 


THEATRE FESTIVAL 


WILL BE HELD ON 


Monday, May 27th, 1935 


at 7 p.m., at 


THE OLD VIC, LONDON 


(by kind permission of Lilian Baylis and the Governors) 


Adjudicators: Miss Ftora Rosson, Mr. Lewis Casson, Mr. TyRoNE GUTHRIE. 


CB BH B& 


SEATS MAY BE BOOKED 


on application to The Secretary, British Drama League, 8, Adelphi Terrace, W.C.2 


STALLS: 


10/6, 7/6, & 5/-. 


CIRCLE: 5/- & 3/6. 


Early application is desirable, as in view of the fact that for the first time the 
Festival will be held in the evening a large attendance is expected. 


TICKETS for PIT & GALLERY (unreserved): 2/6 and 1/-. 
obtainable only at the theatre immediately before the performance. 


NOTE. For particulars of the Western Area Final at Stratford-upon- Avon on Monday, 
May 13th, 1935, see page 144. 
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BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE 
COMMUNITY THEATRE FESTIVAL 


This year the entries in the National Festival amounted to 655—an increase of 96 over the entries in the 
1934 Festival. As usual we print a complete list of the plays entered in the various areas. Those plays 
selected to appear in the Area Finals are duly designated. 


The Eastern Area Final in London was adjudicated on behalf of the Council of the League by 
Miss Lena Ashwell, O.B.E.; the Northern Area, at Ilkley by Mr. Norman Page; the Welsh Divis- 
ional Finals at Mardy and Wrexham by Miss Edith Craig; and the Scottish Area (on behalf of the 
Scottish Community Drama Association) in Glasgow by Mr. Harold Ridge. The Western Area Final 
at the Memorial Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon will be adjudicated by Mr. Iden Payne. 


Of the five plays to appear at the Final Festival to be held in London, at the Old Vic, on Monday 
evening, May 27th, the following have already been selected. “Liddy” by J. R. Gregson presented by the 
Penrith Players. “Martha” by Joe Corrie, presented by the Edinburgh Elocution Club (Scottish Area). 


THE EASTERN AREA. Sussex. Three teams in the Divisional Final 





The total number of Festival entries this 
year is 210, an increase of 4 on last year’s 
figure. The Divisional entries were :—“B” 
35, “C” 30, “DD” 36, and “E” 40. 

“B” Division held Festivals at Cambridge, 
Watford, Southend, Woodbridge, Harpenden, 
Barking, Colchester, Boston, Harold Wood 
and Welwyn Garden City. No Festival was 
held at Norwich, and only one Norfolk society 
entered. A Festival had not previously been 
held at Watford but four teams competed at 
this centre and a very successful evening was 
the result, both from the high standard of the 
performances and the large audience. For 
the first time a Divisional Final was held, 
this having become a necessity owing to the 
large increase in entries during the last three 
years. Three years ago this Division had 
only 20 entries.) The Welwyn Theatre was 
obtained, and four teams competed, Mr. C. 
Harold Ridge being the Adjudicator. The 
Adjudicator for all the preliminaries was Mr. 
John Fernald. 

“C” Division preliminary Festivals were at 
Brighton, Hastings, Maidstone, Merstham 
and Richmond. Adjudicator Miss Margaret 
Halstan. ‘The Divisional Final, also held for 
the first time, took place at the “Q” Theatre. 
The Adjudicator, Miss Edith Craig, said that 
the standard of the five competitors was so 
high and so level in quality that she found it 
extremely difficult to make a decision. Surrey 
was again the most active County, having an 
entry of 25 teams against 17 each for Kent and 


were selected from the Richmond Festival, 
the other two teams being from Kent and E. 
Sussex respectively. 

“D” Division again centralised their entries 
and all teams performed at the Grafton Theatre, 
which was taken for 15 nights in February, 
Miss Margaret Webster adjudicating. There 
were 3 fewer entries than last year, but 80% 
of the total were teams which had entered in 
previous years (a much higher proportion 
than usual): 3 out of the teams chosen for the 
Divisional Final had entered for the first time 
this year. This was held at the Scala Theatre, 
the Adjudicator being Mr. Richard Southern. 

““R” Division held Festivals at Northampton 
Kettering, Reading, Slough, Beaconsfield, 
Newbury, Abingdon, Wolverton and Ketter- 
ing. Mr. Robert Speaight adjudicated at 
these Festivals with the exception of Wolverton, 
where Mr. Sydney Box deputised for him. 
Mr. Speaight did not consider that on the whole 
the Societies showed sufficient ambition or 
originality in their choice of plays. The 
Divisional Final was held at the Northampton 
Repertory Theatre by kind permission of the 
Directors. The Adjudicator was Mr. H. C. G. 
Stevens. 

The fact that Divisional Finals were this 
year held in all four Divisions has undoubtedly 
imparted a much greater interest in the Festival, 
Teams which do not hope to reach London 
feel that they may advance one stage further 
in their own Division when there is a possi- 
bility of 4 or 5 teams, rather than one, getting 
into a further round; it also provides an 
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opportunity for teams to come in contact with 
each other, instead of merely performing each 
year with only the societies in their immediate 
district. From the latter point of view it was 
perhaps unfortunate that on the first occasion 
of a Divisional Final in “‘B”’, three of the four 
teams belonged to Hertfordshire. From the 
financial standpoint this left nothing to be 
desired, as the local support was excellent. 

The Area Final is being held at the Scala 
Theatre on May Miss Lena Ashwell 
adjudicating. 


cr 
Ist, 


*Forzarded to Divisional Final. 
**__Foryarded to Area Final. 
Division “B.” 


rd Dramatic Club. 
James Wallace Bell 


“Symphony in Iilusion,” by 


Bedfordshire Ladies Music and Art Club. “Heard in 
Cal a,” by Essex Dane 
Boston Playgoers’ Society. ‘The King’s Waistcoat,” 
by Olive Conway. “Op-o’-me-Thumb,” by F. 
Fenn and R. Pry« “The Playwright’s Tragedy,” 
by Ralph Parkinson 
ingdon Plays “Fantastic Flight,’ by Sydney Box 


“Black Night,” by John Bourne. 


boy rs. 
Clacton Cormedy Club 
( “Exit Deferred,” by G. 


volchester Stage Society. 
Harold Watkin 

Colsterworth Dramatic Amateur 
Bra clet,”’ by Ferry Kalsyte. 

Connard Players, Woodbridge. 

C. E. J. Houghton, 

Ihe Crooked Players, Danbury. “Cat's Eye,” by 
Selwyn Turner. “Heard in Camera,” by Essex 
Dane. “The Second Visit,” by John Bourne. 

1.D.S., Cambridge. “Q,” by Stephen 

J aCOCK an 1 Basil Mac lonald Hastings. 


“The 


Players. ‘The 


“Excitement,” by 


*Gidea Park Dramatx 
Marriage,” by Charles Lee. 


Dramatic Club, Westcliff-on-Sea. 


society. Banns of 


(strange “The Miser 


of Rogafjord,”’ by Hermon Ould. 

Grangewood Players, Barking. ‘“‘The Wandering 
Jew” (Phase I1.), by I'cmple Thurston. 

Haddenha Dramatic Society. “The House with 
the Twisty Window by Mary Pakington. 

Harold Wood War Memorial Institute A.D.S. 
“Vindi ” by Leonard J. Hines and Frank King. 

Harold Wood Women’s Institute. “The Silver 
Bull t Helen de Zglinitski. 

Harpenden Group. “Borrowed Likeness,’ by James 
R. Gregson. “The Seaborn,” by &. Lloyd Barritt. 

y 1 at War,” by Edward Percy 

Diarst i Dramatic Soc icty “Tn Desperationist,” by 
Oli ( i 

Holbeach Women’s Institute The Pacifist,” by 
2) {. | J 7} 

iy ns 1 1).Q.V yUOCICLY Where the Whirl- 

id 5} * by | Dan 

iy I Libra Players. “Passion, Poison and 

"4 by Bernard Sha 

J 'D) Club, Colchest t AS LAC 
ri ! 1 I 
I ! 1 ie 4 ib toker, by 
Ha i 


Mildenhall Singers and Players. ‘‘Happy Death, Ltd.,” 
by F. Sladen-Smith. 

N.A.L.G.O. (Colchester Branch). House of 
Dreams,” by John Donald Kelly. 

New Century Players, Southend-on-Sea. “Lights 
Out,” by Walter Hudd. “Vindication,” by Leonard 
J. Hines and Frank King. 

New ‘Thetford Players. “Lucrezia Borgia’s Little 
Party,” by A. J. Talbot. 
Plomesgate Dramatic Society. 

by George Paston. 

Rodney Dramatic Club, Cambridge. 
Flight,’ by Sydney Box. 
by Eugene O’Neill. 

Romford & District N.U.T. Dramatic Society. ‘Joint 
Owners in Spain,’ by Alice Brown. “The Wish 
Shop,” by Harold Brighouse. 

St. Clement’s Church Players, Ipswich. 
by Maeterlinck. 

St. John’s A.D.S., Cambridge. 
by Stanley Houghton. 

Spalding High School Staff. “Joint Owners in Spain,” 
by Alice Brown. “‘Women at War,” by Edward 
Percy. 

Swaton Players. 
Ferguson. 

Trinity Players, Romford. 
Stanley R. Hutton. 

Walberswick Players. 
by Thornton Wilder. 
by J. M. Barrie. 

Watford School of Music Dramatic Society. ‘“The 
Kingdom of God” (Act I.), by Martinez Sierra, 
translated by H. & H. Granville-Barker. 

“The Lonely of Heart,’’ by Dorothy Coates. 
Welwyn Drama Club. ‘“‘The Gift Horse,” by Ernest 
Selley. ‘““The Rights of the Soul,” by Guiseppe 

Giacosa, translated by A. McLeod. 

**Welwyn Folk Players. ‘The Stronger,” by August 
Strindberg. 

*Welwyn Thalians. ‘Not this Man,’”’ by Sydney Box. 

*West Hertfordshire Players Club. “Created He 
Them,” by Charlotte Bacon. 

Woodbridge School. “The Oak Settle,” by Harold 


Brighouse. 


“Tne 


“*Tilda’s New Hat,” 


“Fantastic 
“The Long Voyage Home” 


“*The Intruder” 


“The Dear Departed,” 


“Campbell of Kilmhor,” by J. A. 
“Major Operation,” by 


“Love and How to Cure It,” 
“Shall we join the Ladies ?” 


“C”” DIVISION, 


Adventurers. 
Millay. 
Astolat Players. “The Crooked 
Hawkins and Paul D. Lee. 

Brenchley D.S. ‘The Lovely Virtue,” 
}. Hines. 

Buchanan School. by John Drinkwater. 

Chaldon Players. “Little People,” by Yolande Desprez. 
“Fantastic Flight,’ by Sydney Box. 

Cowfold W.1. Dramatic Society. ‘“‘Chin Chin China- 
man,” by Percy Walsh. 

( hiddinytold A.D.S. “The Pot of 
J. C. Ledward. 

Canterbury D.S. “A Nervous 
R. Mary. “he Stoker,”’ by 
**Ditton Players. “Lovely Lady,” by Walter Meyers. 

“The Eye of the Beholder,” by Cyril Grainger. 
Elmers Players. “Black Night,” by John Bourne. 
“The Pacifist,” by Olive Popplewell. 
Kuticl Tower A.D.S, “*The Cage,” by Philip Johnson. 


“Aria da Capo,” by Edna St. Vincent 
by J. 


by Leonard 


Style,” 


ae Ge Tee 


Caviare,” by 


Old Woman,” by 
liarold Brighouse. 
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Eythorne & Elvington D.S. 
by Lady Gregory. 
Florence Moore Players. ‘“The Play of the Weather,” 
by John Heywood. “The Merchant of Venice” 
(Trial Scene), by Shakespeare. ‘‘A Masquerade,” 
by Shandon Ford. “Armstrong” (Act 3), by 
Charles Walker. “A Winter’s Tale” (Act IV., 
Sc. 4), by Shakespeare. 
Forest Players. ‘“The Fisherman,”’ by George Graveley 
*The Farleys. “A Clean Life,” by G. Lyon Hastings. 
Gravesend Amateur Players. ‘‘Moon Blossom,” by 
Walter Lindsay. 
Hastings Players. 
Hazlemere Dramatic Circle. 
by M. E. Francis. 
Hampton Wick Players. 
by Norman McKinnel. 
Kew Players. “Fantasy in Air Street,” by Mary 
Pakington. ‘The Heart of a Clown,” by Constance 
Powell-Anderson. 
Kingston Thespians. 
Phillips. 
Lewes Players. ‘“‘Wife to a Famous Man” (Act I.), by 
G. Martinez Sierra. 
Lewes County School (Old Girls’) D.S. 
Scene,” by Kathleen Davey. 
*Leatherhead Players. ‘““The Last War,” by Neil Grant. 
Merstham A.D.S. “The Silver Bullet,” by Helen 


“Spreading the News,” 


“The Chair,”’ by K. V. Saville. 
“Olf and the Little Maid,” 


“The Bishop’s Candlesticks,” 


” 


“Russian Salad,” by George 


“Unnatural 


Nicholson. 

Marlow Group. “Unnatural Scene,” by Kathleen 
Davey. 

The Mummers. “The Poison Party,” by F. Sladen- 
Smith. ‘Londonderry Air,” by Rachel Field. 

Marden Little Theatre. ‘Women at War,”’ by Edward 
Percy. 

Maidstone W.E.A. “Women at War,” by Edward 
Percy. ‘Showing up of Blanco Posnet,”’ by Bernard 
Shaw. 

Maidstone D.S. ‘‘They Refuse to be Resurrected,” by 
N. K. Smith. 


Medway Theatre Club. “Security,” by Freda Pietersen. 
“Black Night,” by John Bourne. 

Medway W.E.A. ‘“‘The Man who wouldn’t go to 
Heaven,” by F. Sladen-Smith. 

Nomad Repertory Group. “An Evening on Dart- 
moor,” by Neil Munro. 

Old Tiffinians. “His Big Scene,” by H. E. H. Tracy. 

Patricians. ‘“The Man who wouldn’t go to Heaven,” 
by F. Sladen-Smith. 

Petersham Players. ‘“The Ring,’ by Muriel Julius. 

Richmond Hill Old Boys. ‘The Last Rib,” by Cyril 
Roberts. 

*Richmond Thespians. 
Box. 

Surbiton O.G.S. ‘Under the Sun,” by Kathleen Davey 

Shirley Players. “Lights Out,” by Walter Hudd. 

St. Leonards School of Music D.S.  ‘“‘Women at War,” 
by Edward Percy. 

*Stace Club, Beckenham. ‘“‘Ace, 
Dorothy Carr. 

Tenterden and High Halden Players. ‘““The Young 
Person in Pink” (Act 3), by Gertrude Jennings. 

Twickenham A.D.S. ‘Good Blood, Bad Blood,” by 
Walter Hudd. 

Woking (Old Girls) 
O. Popplewell. 

West Horsley Village D.S. 
Philip Johnson. 

West Malling D.S. 


‘Fantastic Flight,”? by Sydney 


King, Queen,” by 


A.D.S. “The  Pacifist,”” by 
“To-day of all Days,”’ by 


“The Pacifist,” by O. Popplewell. 


“—D” Division. 


Admiralty D.S. 
Harold Chapin. 

Allen Street Evening Institute D.G. 
Tintagiles,” by Maeterlinck. 

Belmont Players. ‘“The Anniversary,” by Tchekov. 

Blackfriars Society. ‘“‘Where the Cross is Made,” by 
Eugene O’Neill. 

Borough Polytechnic Players. ‘Jonah and the Whale,” 
by J. Bridie. “St. Joan” (Epilogue), by Bernard 
Shaw. 

Burlington A.D.S. 


“The Dumb and the Blind,” by 
“The Death of 


“Trifles,” by Susan Glaspell. 


Company of Players. “Berkeley Square,” by John 
Balderston. 

Greatfield Players. ‘‘Wurzel-Flummery,” by A. A. 
Milne. 

Greenville Players. ‘Domestic Interior,” by Hermon 
Ould. 


*Guildhouse Players. ‘Fours into Seven Won’t Go,” 
Guild of Good Companions (N.W. Polytechnic). 
“The Women Have Their Way,” by Quintero. 
Hammersmith D.S. “King Lear” (Act I., Scene 1.), 
by William Shakespeare. 

Harlequins Club. ‘Happy Death, Ltd.,”’ by F. Sladen- 
Smith. 

Holy Trinity Fellowship D.C. 
by E. S. Darmady. 

Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation A.D.S. 
“The Lonely of Heart,’? by Dorothy Coates. 

Hounslow Townswomen’s Guild. ‘The Miser of 
Rogafjord,” by Hermon Ould. 

Kerwin Players. ‘Happy Death, Ltd.,” by F. Sladen- 
Smith. 

L.M.S. Railway (London) A.D.S. “The Man Who 
Wouldn’t Go to Heaven,” by F. Sladen-Smith. 

Lyons Club A.D.S. (Cadby Hall Section). ‘“‘The 
Spartan Girl,”’ by A. J. Talbot. 

Marsham Street Players. ‘“The Bride,” by G. Jennings. 

M’Gonigle Players. ‘‘Thread o’ Scarlet,”’ by J. J. Bell. 

Midland Bank D.S. ‘The Long Voyage Home,” by 
Eugene O'Neill. 

Millard Players. ‘“‘The Pleasure Garden” (Act 1.), by 
Beatrice Mayor. 

Money Order Dept. D.S. 
Philip Johnson. 

Neighbours Club, Toynbee Hall. 
by J. J. Bell. 


“The Mousetrap,” 


“World Without Men,” by 


“Thread o” Scarlet,” 


New Play Club. “Drama While You Wait,” by 
Allan Martin Harvey. 
New Players. ‘“‘Smoke Screens,” by Harold Brighouse. 


“The Second Visit,” by John Bourne. 

1933 Club. ‘“‘Loyalties,”’ by John Galsworthy. 

Old Brondesburians D.S. ‘Queer Street,” by John 
D. Kelly. ‘““The Boy Comes Home,” by A. A. Milne. 


Old Godolphin Players. ‘‘Number Ten,” by Muriel 
& Sydney Box. 

Passengers D.S. “Sad About Europe,’ by Philip 
Johnson. 

*Past and Present Players. ‘Unnatural Scene.” 

*Peckham & Honor Oak Old Girls D.S. “The 


Luring of Cuchulainn.” 
Questors. ‘“‘Margot,’’ by Hermann Sudermann. 
Reactors. ‘‘The Silver Bullet,” by H. de Zglinitski. 
Regent D.S. ““The Wonder Hat,”” by Kenneth Sawyer 
Goodman and Ben Hecht. 
St. Bride D.S. ‘‘Night Episode,”’ by W. S. Plymouth. 
Shoreditch Technical Institute. “‘The Sister Who 
Walked in Silence,” by Philip Johnson. 
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South Place Ethical Society (London). 
Doux,” by M. Idiens. 

Stafford Street Settlement Club. ‘‘Crime at Blossoms,”’ 
by Mordaunt Shairp. ‘Grand Cham’s Diamond,” 
by Allan Monkhouse. “ 

Stanley Gardens D.S. Four scenes from ‘‘Richard II.” 
by William Shakespeare. “Black Night,” by 
John Bourne. 

Stanmore Musical and Dramatic Society. ‘‘Black 
Night,”’ by John Bourne. 

Trevescan A.D.C. ‘“‘What Would You Do?” by 
Marion Reid-Jamieson. 

United Dairies D.S. “Russian Salad,” by Philip 
Johnson. 

Vanbrugh Players. “Stars,” by George Paston. 

West Central Jewish Girls’ Club. ‘The Lake,” by 
Dorothy Massingham and Murray Macdonald. 

West London D.S. “A Christmas Tale,” by Maurice 
Bouchor and “The Bracelet,” by Alfred Sutro. 

West London Players. ‘““The Man in the Bowler Hat,” 
by A. A. Milne. 

*W.sH. Smith & Son D.S. 
Ernest Tilling. 


“A Billet 


“Royal Moonlight.” by 


Division “E,” 


Beaconsfield Players Club. 
water. 

Boxford Masquers. 
The Borderers. 
Ashworth. 
Chiltern Arts Club. ‘“‘The Sister who walked in 
Silence,” by Philip Johnson. 
Clarendon Press Dramatic Society. 

Quilt,” by Rachel Lyman Field. 
**Guild of Abbey Players, Abingdon. 
(Act III.), by Karel Capek. 

by Marjorie Bowen. 
Guild of King Alfred Players, Wantage. ‘““The House 
with the Twisty Windows,” by Mary Pakington. 
G.W’.R. Aberdare Players. “John Jones,” by J. O. 
Francis. 

Grafton Underwood D.S. 
Gilbert. 

Hillside Players. ‘‘Women at War,”’ by Edward Percy. 

Huntley & Palmer’s Dramatic Society. ‘“‘Just Because” 
by Rita Cohen. 

Horlick’s D.S. “Ebb Tide,’’ by Robert Lambert. 

Hygram Players. “The Long Xmas Dinner,” by 
Thornton Wilder. 

Isham WI. 


“X =O,” by John Drink- 


“Mr. Sampson,”’ by Charles Lee. 
““Maid’s Judgment,” by Margaret 


“The Patchwork 


“R.ULR.” 
“A Family Comedy,” 


“Eldorado,” by Bernard 


“The Poetasters of Ispahan,”’ by Clifford 
Bax. 

Jordans Players. “Morag of the Glen,” by 

Kettering D.S. “The Valiant,” by Holsworthy Hall 
and Robert Middlemas. 

Milham Ford Old Girls Dramatic Club. 
Scarecrow,” by J. A. Ferguson. 

Newbury D.S. “Black Night,” by John Bourne. 
“Mrs. Biddlecombe and the Furriners,” by 
Sydney Blow. 

Northants Federation of W.L. 


“The 


“World Without Men,” 


by Philip Johnson. 

Northampton Hamtune. “Murder Trial,” by Sydney 
Box. 

Northampton Catholic. “The Cab,” by John 
Taylor. 


Our Village Players. 
C. M. A. Peake. 


“Women Will Gossip,” by 
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Oxford Guild of Drama. ‘Fours into Seven Won’t 
Go,” by Val Gielgud and Stephen King-Hall. 

Orlcott Players. “The Sleeping Beauty from Panto- 
mimes,” by T. E. Ellis. 

Richings Players. “Circumstantial Evidence,” by 
George Grimaldi. 

St. Giles Dramatic Society. 
Philip Johnson. 

Reading Dramatic Society. 
Drinkwater. 

Slough Y.M.C.A. “A Privy Council,’ by W. P, 
Drury and Richard Price. “The Bracelet,” by 
Alfred Sutro. 

Shaw W.I. “The Mother,” by M. E. Ince. 

Upton Players. “Symphony in Illusion,” by Wallace 
Bell. 

Watford Village D.S. ‘“‘Gone for Good,” by Bernard 
Gilbert. 

Wolverton Technical College. 
by Clifford Bax. 


“The Lovely Miracle,” by 
“The Storm,” by John 


“The Quaker’s Cello,” 


WESTERN AREA REPORT, 1935. 


The high hopes of the Area at the beginning 
of the year have been a trifle dashed owing to 
an unusually large number of withdrawals, 
Entries have gone up, but not so much as we 
expected. Two divisions had record entries, 
but two others showed a slight drop on last 
year, and the fifth is static. Interest, however, 
is undoubtedly growing in all parts, and pro- 
spects are particularly bright for the Area 
Final at Stratford. The Jubilee forced us to 
fix it a week later than we intended, which is 
all to the good from a box-office point of view. 
The Great Western Railway have announced 
a special excursion from Bristol to Stratford 
on the day of the Final (May 13), this being 
the first time that any railway company has run 
a special train in connection with the Festival. 

Eastern Division.—Circumstances have this 
year made the work of the Eastern Division 
more than usually difficult. Unfortunately 
three teams found it necessary to withdraw at 
the last moment, leaving ten teams only, but 
in spite of this the Festival, which was held 
at the Playhouse, Leicester, on March 14, 15, 
and 16, has been very successful. Mr. Richard 
Southern was a very popular adjudicator, 
and his interesting criticisms drew the largest 
audiences which have yet attended any Festival 
in the Division. The Committee is now 
working hard to increase the scope of the 
Division for the 1936 Festival, when it is 
hoped to hold at least three or four Preliminary 
Festivals in other towns of the Division. 

In the Midland Division four Preliminary 
Groups were arranged, as usual, at Birmingham 
Herctord, Shrewsbury and Wolverhampton, 
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and the slight drop of entries was due to an 
epidemic of withdrawals in the last-named 
group. In Birmingham itself the difficulty 
of obtaining suitable halls at convenient dates 
has become acute, and this is the greatest 
obstacle to development here. Hereford con- 
tinues to be a very valuable centre, drawing 
copiously on the surrounding country districts. 
The Division will probably benefit as the 
result of Mr. Sladen-Smith’s excellent work 
as preliminary adjudicator—entries generally 
rise in a Division visited by him. Six teams 
appeared in the Divisional Final on March 
23rd, which was adjudicated by Mr. Edward 
Lewis. 

The Central Division, in spite of a spate of 
withdrawals, again showed a record entry. 
The centre at Taunton, established last year, 
extended its Festival to two successful nights, 
and a new and very active centre appeared at 
Swindon. Bath this year sent its entries to 
Bristol, where four preliminary Festivals were 
held, but there is reason to hope that both 
Bath and Weston-super-Mare will have their 
own Festivals next year, and plans are on foot 
to open up other barren districts. The ad- 
hesion of the Rural Community Councils of 
Gloucester and Somerset has again been most 
valuable. A gratifying feature of the Festival, 
noted by the Preliminary Adjudicator, Mr. 
Harold Ridge, was the amount of original and 
experimental work. The Divisional Festival 
was held on April 6th, so successfully that 
every seat was sold four days beforehand, 
and was adjudicated by Mr. Martin Browne. 

In the Southern Division development is 
still a trifle slow, partly because the newly- 
formed Hampshire County Committee found 
themselves unable this year to participate in 
the Festival. It is hoped they will do so next 
year, and also that the growing centre at South- 
ampton will make its weight felt. Entries 
numbered 11, the same as last year; pre- 
liminary Festivals were held at Bournemouth, 
New Milton, and Southampton, and the 
Divisional Final at Bournemouth on April 3. 
The former were adjudicated by Mrs. Errock, 
the latter by Mr. Martin Browne. 

The most encouraging news is from the 
Western Division, who have doubled last 
year’s entry and completely recovered the 
ground then temporarily lost. Geography 
and bad communications make this Division 
the Cinderella of the Area, indeed of the whole 
Festival, and the keenness of its Committee 


and participants is shown by their conquest 
of these difficulties. In Plymouth itself 
interest has revived strongly following the 
concession permitting the use of the Globe 
Theatre for Festival performances. A three- 
night Festival was held here with great success, 
and powerful groups also operated at St. Ives 
and Exeter. In this Division too the promin- 
ence of original work was noticeable. Mrs. 
Errock adjudicated the preliminary round, 
and Mr. Harold Ridge the Divisional Final, 
held at Plymouth on March 3oth. 

A fund has been raised by voluntary sub- 
scription in the Area, as a memorial to the late 
Mr. L. Boughton Chatwin, and with this a 
Trophy has been purchased which will be 
awarded to the winning team of the Area Final. 


WESTERN AREA: ENTRIES 19335. 


(Area Finalists marked with an asterisk. Original plays 
nith a dagger.) 


EasTeRN Drvision. 

Vaughan Players. + “‘Balther,” by Roger Manvell. 
“Amazons on Broadway,” by Muriel and Sydney Box 
“Playgoers,”’ by Arthur Pinero. 

* Wycliffe Players. “The Bogus Doctor’? Part II, 
by Moliére (adapted). “Where there’s a Will,” by 
Edith Lockwood. 

Coventry D.S. “Quality Street,” Act I., by J. M. 
Barrie. 

Oakham D.S. “The Ram Jam,” by Fred. L. Pick. 

Leicester City Police Dramatic Section. “One Murder 
Allowed,” by D. Hanbury Rowe. 

Leicester College of Art and Technology D.S. 
Anniversary,” by Chekhov. 

Coventry Co-operative D.S. 
Philip Johnson. 

MrpLanp Division. 
Birmingham Group. 


“The 
“Saturday Night,” by 


Central Institute Players. ‘The 
Don Totheroe. 

Midland Institute Shakespeare and Dramatic Society. 
“In the Zone,” by Eugene O’Neill. ‘The Oak 
Settle,” by Harold Brighouse. 

Birmingham University D.S. ‘The Rehearsal,” by 
Maurice Baring. 

St. Jude’s. ‘“*Vice Versa,” (selections), by F. Anstey. 

Student Players. “The School for Scandal,” (Act IV., 
Scene 3), by R. B. Sheridan. 

Triangle Players. ‘The Mouse Trap,” by J. Darmady. 

King’s Heath Players. “Ambrose Applejohn’s Ad- 
venture,” (Act 1.), by Walter Hackett. 

Camp Hill Old Edwardians. ‘‘The Market Money,” by 
Eden Philpotts. 

Old Halesonians. ‘The Furnace’ (Act IV.), by 
Francis Brett Young and William Armstrong. 

Moseley G.F.S. “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
(Act Ill., Scene 2), by Shakespeare. 

Worcester Youth Group, League of Nations Union. 
“The Road of Poplars,” by Vernon Sylvaine. 


Great Dark,”’ by 


135 








BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE COMMUNITY THEATRE FESTIVAL 


Birmingham Girls’ Old Edwardians Club. 
Without Men,” by Philip Johnson. 


“World 


Hereford Group. 
Tupsley W.1. 


France. 
Eastnor W.1. “‘The Pacifist,”’ by Olive M. Popplewell. 
“The Miser of Rogafjord,”” by Hermon Ould. 
Eastnor and Wellington W.I. “Sanctuary,” by Phoebe 
M. Rees. 
Eastnor Players. 
Houghton. 
Pencombe W.I. 
Johnson. 
Huntingdon W.I. (Kington). 
by F. Fenn and R. Pryce. 
Huntingdon W.I. (Hereford). 
by Essex Dane. 
Ledbury Players. ‘‘Michael,” by Miles Malleson. 
Hereford High School Old Girls’ Association. 
“Between the Soup and the Savoury,” by Gertrude 
Jennings. ‘“‘World Without Men,” by Philip John- 
son. 
Hereford Community Players. 
by Arthur Thrush. “Trifles,” by Susan Glaspell. 
Bardisland W.I. ‘“‘Riders to the Sea,” by J. M. Synge. 
Bishopswood W.I. “Honest Folk,” by Austin Hyde. 
Pembridge Players. ‘Money Makes a Difference,” 
by Morton Howard. 
Kenchester Players. ‘“The Poacher,” by J. O. Francis. 
Y.M.C.A. D.S. ‘“‘Vindication,” by Leonard Hines and 
Frank King. 
Withington Players. 
Barker. 
Withington Players (W.1. Group). 
by H. Gordon. 
Eignbrook Church Y.P.S. “Elizabeth Refuses,” by 
Margaret Macnamara. “The Devil among the 
Skins,” by Ernest Goodwin. 


“Saturday Sensation,” by Joan de 


“The Dear Departed,” by Stanley 
“The Spinsters of Lushe,”’ by Philip 
“Op o’ me Thumb,” 


“Heard in Camera,” 


“The Wisdom Tooth,” 


“Rococo,” by H. Granville 


“The Crowd,” 


Shrewsbury Group. 


*Shrewsbury A.D.S. “‘Everything’s Just the Same,” 
y Vernon Sylvaine. “Black Night,” by John 
Bourne. 

Armadox D.S. 

Catholic Players. 


“Ebb Tide,” by Robert Lambert. 
“Scraps,” by Gertrude Jennings. 


Wolverhampton Group. 
Midland Players. ‘The Bride,” by Gertrude Jennings. 


“Good Blood, Bad Blood,” by Walter Hudd. 
Technical College, Wolverhampton, Players (Staff 


Team). ‘‘Banquo’s Chair,” by Rupert Croft-Cooke. 
St. Mary’s D.S. (Wednesbury). “S.O.S.,”” by Norman 
Leven 


Malvern Girls’ College Staff D.S. 
by Edward Percy. 

All Soul’s Church D.S. “The Last Rib,” by Cyril 
Roberts. 

Wolverhampton High School Old 
“O.H.M.S.,” by Ronald Gow. 


“Women at War,” 


Girls’ D.S. 


CENTRAL DIVISION, 


Taunton Thespians. 
J. B. Fagan. 


bpucnan. 


“And So to Bed,” (Act II.), by 
“The Vision at the Inn,” by Sara 
“Villa for Sale,” by Sacha Guitry. 
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Weston-super-Mare D.S. 


“Villa for Sale,” by Sacha 
Guitry. 


Nettlecombe Players. + “On Oath,” by Phocbe M, 
Rees. 

Alpha D.C. (Taunton). “The Last War,” by Neil 
Grant. 


Roadwater Village Players. 
D. Clement Salaman. 
Folk House Players. ‘The Miser of Rogafjord,” by 

Hermon Ould. 

Bristol Corporation Electricity Department DS. 
“Carrion Crow,” by Leonard J. Hines. “One 
Goes Alone,” by Edward Williams. 

*Clifton Arts Club. + ‘Prisoners and Captives,” by 
Anne Allardyce. * ‘Tails up,’’ by Cyril Roberts, 
“Fantastic Flight,” by Sydney Box. 

Kelvin Players. ‘‘Plunder,”’ (extracts), by Ben Travers. 
“Joan the Maid,” by Hermon Ould. 

Bristol DramaClub. ‘The Last Mile,” by John Wexley 

Keynsham W.lI. Players. “‘Joint Owners in Spain,” 
by Alice Brown. 

Somer Players. ‘““The Farmer’s Wife” (Act III.), by 
Eden Phillpotts. 

Corsham D.S. ft “‘Many Mansions,” by David Owen. 

Old Swindonians Association D.S. “The Lovely 
Miracle,” by Philip Johnson. ‘‘Banns of Marriage,” 
by Charles Lee. 

St. Paul’s Players (Swindon). 
by F. Sladen Smith. 

Marlborough A.O. & D.S. “The Farmer’s Wife” 
(Act ILL), by Eden Phillpotts. 


t “After Sedgemoor,” by 


“The Poison Party,” 


Gloucestershire Rural Community Council. 


Painswick Players. 
Cinderford D.S. 
Milne. 
Longhope D.S. “The Poacher,” by J. O. Francis. 
Manor Mummers. “Quiet and Comfortable,” by 
V. C. Seeley. 
Campden W.I., D.S. 
by Shakespeare. 
Matson Players. 
Deancroft Players. 


“Legend,” by Philip Johnson. 
“The Boy Comes Home,” by A. A. 


“Richard II.” (Act I., scene 2), 


“Shanghai,” by Winifred Stuckes. 
“Thread o” Scarlet,” by J. J. Bell. 


Somerset Rural Community Council. 


Edington W.I. Players. 
L. du Garde Peach. 
North Somerset Players. 
Charles Lee. 

Street Players. “Gate of Life,” (from “Little Plays 
of St. Francis”), by Laurence Housman. 

Over Stowey W.I. Players. “The Old Bull,” by 
Bernard Gilbert. 

Mendip Players. 
Binyon. 


““Meet Mrs. Becton,”’ by 


“Banns of Marirage,” by 


““Godstow Nunnery,” by Laurence 
SOUTHERN DIVISION. 


New Forest Players. “Sanctuary,” by Phoebe M. Rees. 
Lymington Players. ‘“‘Little Glass Houses,” by Philip 
Johnson and Howard Agg. 

Everton and Hordle W.1. “‘Saturday Sensation,” by 
Joan de Fraine. 
Boscombe Players. 

‘Totheroe. 
Passim Players. ‘“The Veil Lifts,’ by Essex Dane. 
The New Club. “The Dumb Wife,” by Anatole 

France, adapted by Ashley Dukes. 


“The Great Dark,” by Don 
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Weymouth D.S. “The Intruder,” by Maeterlinck. 

*Southampton Repertory Society. “Charles and Mary” 
(Act I., scene 1), by Joan Temple. ‘Unnatural 
Scene,” by Kathleen Davey. 

Eastleigh D.S. “Happy Death, Ltd.,” by F. Sladen- 
Smith. 

Peter Quince Players. “Joint Owners in Spain,” by 

Alice Brown. 


WESTERN DIVISION. 


Sidmouth A.D.S. 

« by N. K. Smith. 

W.E.A., Exeter Branch. 

b» Sydney Box. 

Exeter Drama League. 
Arnold Ridley. 

Launceston A.D.S. ‘“‘The Mock Beggar,’ by Sheila 
Kaye-Smith and John Hampden. 

Wagner-Wraight Productions (Dramatic Section). 
“Lights Out,” by Walter Hudd. 

Ashburton D. & M.S. f “Baseless Fabric,” by 
Hubert Berry. 

Plymouth Co-operative Players. “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream”? (Act V., scene 1), by Shakespeare. 

Exeter Repertory Co. “Vindication,” by Leonard J. 
Hines and Frank King. 

Barnfield Players (Exeter). 
by Harold Brighouse. 

Old Suttonians A.D.S. (Plymouth). ‘Outward Bound” 
(Act I.), by Sutton Vane. 

Hayle Players. ‘“‘Confessional,” by Percival Wilde. 

*Kelly Dramatic Society. ‘“‘Gallows Glorious” (Act L., 
scene 1), by Ronald Gow. 

Topsham A.D.S. “The Price of Coal,” by Harold 
Brighouse. 

Plymouth Shakespeare Lit. Soc. 
scene 2), by Shakespeare. 

Meavy Village D.S. ‘‘Spreading the News,” by Lady 


“They Refuse to be Resurrected,” 


“Fantastic Flight,” by 


+ “Hammer and Sickle,” by 


“The Happy Hangman,” 


“Othello” (Act V., 


Gregory. 
Plymouth W.E.A. D.S. “Lights Out,” by Walter 
Hudd. ‘‘What Would You Do ?” by Marion Reid 


Jamieson. 

The Tamaritans. ‘Fantastic Flight,” by Sydney Box. 
“Symphony in Illusion,” by J. Wallace Bell. 

St. Ives Arts Club. ‘“Tobias and the Angel’ (Act IL), 
by James Bridie. 

Westcott’s Quay D.S. 
Philip Johnson. 
Wilder. 


“World Without Men,” by 
“Queens of France,” by Thornton 


NORTHERN AREA. 


As a result of the new ground broken in the 
previous Festival, and the more uniform 
distribution of the entries over the area, it was 
possible this season for the first time to pre- 
determine the grouping, and announce the 
general structure of the Festival organisation 
in advance. As might have been expected, 
the entries were still more numerous and still 
more evenly distributed, since prospective 
entrants knew in advance where they would 
have to perform, not only in the preliminary 
rounds, but also in any subsequent rounds to 


which they might be promoted. The Area 
was divided into four Groups—Northern, 
Eastern, Southern and Western, each holding 
its own Semi-final, and each sending its winner 
to the Area Final. The number of entries per 
Group worked out nearer to equality than we 
had hoped, i.e, Northern 42, Eastern 65, 
Southern 35, Western 42—total 184. The 
Southern Group included four teams from 
Notts. R.C.C. Final, chosen from a total of 
40 in the eliminating rounds, and also two 
teams from the Derby R.C.C. chosen from 57, 
so that the total number of teams in this group, 
including R.C.C. eliminating rounds, is not 
less than 126. Similarly, the Northern Group 
included seven Finalists from the County of 
Cumberland Drama League Festival of 16 
teams, so that the total in this group increases 
to 51. 

In addition to the Group Semi-finals, inter- 
mediate rounds were held in the North-Eastern 
Division at Newcastle, in the East Riding at 
Hull, in Lindsey at Grimsby, and in East 
Lancashire at Manchester, the total number of 
actual performances, including the R.C.C. 
eliminating rounds, reaching the surprising 
total of 331. Not the least gratifying feature 
of the year’s work is the resumption of activity 
in Manchester, which has lain dormant for 
some years, a highly successful three-night 
Festival, followed by a replay of the winning 
teams, being organised by the new Secretary, 
Mr. J. H. Wemyss. There seems every pros- 
pect that in another year or two Manchester 
will be as well represented as any city in the 
Area. 

The Area Final was again held at Ilkley 
before a packed and enthusiastic audience. 


NORTHERN AREA ENTRIES 


a—signifies promoted to second round, if any. 

Om 5 >» » Group Semi-Final. 

c— Area bl inal. 

] y a 

”» ”» ”» LWHGON I 
WESTERN GROUP. 
MANCHESTER Drvision. 


Fine Cotton Spinners’ and Doublers’ Association Ltd.— 
The Central Othce Company. “Symphony in 
Illusion,” by Jas. Wallace Bell. 
bBrownlow Fold Juvenile Players (Richard Harwood 
& Son, Ltd.) “‘Honest Folk,”’ by F. Austin Hyde. 
The Caleb Wright Company. ‘*S.O.S.,”’ by Norman 
Leven, 
Che Great Lever Spinning Company. ‘The Strut- 
ham Amateurs Present,” by Mabel Constanduros. 
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Lymefield Recreation Club Company. 
in Charge of the Case,” by E. F. Parr. 
The A. & G. Murray (Cross Heath) Company. 
“Black Night,” by John Bourne. 
Stockport Recreation Club Company. 
Custody,” by F. Austin Hyde. 
abl.C.1. (Blackley Works.) ‘‘Road of Poplars,” by 
Vernon Sylvaine. 
Manchester Postal D.S. 
by John Van Druten. 
aMasque D.S. “The Waxen Man,” by Mary Renolds. 
“They Refuse to be Resurrected,”” by N. K. Smith. 
Northenden D.S. “Deadlock” (Act II.), by J. C. 
Spence. 
North Mancunians D.S. 
Party,” by A. J. Talbot. 
aSt. Marks D.S. “Vindication,” by L. J. Hines and 


“The Nurse 
“Safe 


“Young Woodley” (Act ID), 


“Lucrezia Borgia’s Little 


. King. 

Thos. Houldsworth Dramatic Group. ‘The Bishop’s 
Candlesticks,” by Norman McKinnell. 

Tyldesley D.S. “Black Dogs,” by M. Ibbotson. 


a—in Manchester Second Round. 


SourH CHESHIRE DrvisIon. 

bTbe Crescent Players. “Sister Clare,” by Laurence 

Housman. “The Last of the Fairies,” by F. Morton 
Howard. 

The Crewe W.E.A. “The Turtle Dove,” by Margaret 

Scott Oliver. 


MERSEYSIDE & West LANCASHIRE DrvisION. 

Aigburth Vale High School O.G.D.S. 
Without Men,” by P. Johnson. 

Ashtonian Players. ““The Anniversary,” by A. 
Tchekov. 

Beechcroft Players. ‘The Last War,” by Neil Grant. 
“Number Ten,” by Muriel & Sydney Box. 

Birkenhead Gas Dept. D.S. “The Long Voyage 
Home,” by Eugene O’Neill. 

bcBirkenhead Girls’ Secondary School O.G.D.S. “Ali 
the Cobbler,” by M. Shepherd. “The Lovely 
Miracle,” by P. Johnson. “The Saints Comedy,” 
by F. Sladen-Smith. 

Clients Dramatic Society. ‘‘Afternoon,” by P. Johnson 
“Little Glass House,” by P. Johnson & H. Agg. 

David Lewis Girls’ Club. “Joint Owners in Spain,” 
by Alice Brown. 

David Lewis Unemployed Classes. 
W. H. Jones. 

Eden Dramatic Society. 
Luck,” by E. Denny. 
Stafford. 

Fleetwood D.S. ‘‘The Sister who walked in Silence,”’ 
by Philip Johnson. 

blrish Amateur Players. 
Henry C. Brothers. 

Liverpool C.H.A. Club. 

a Macardle 

Phoenix Group Dramatic Society. 
Wedding,” by Morton Howard. 

Players (The). “The Silver Bullet,” 
Zzlinitski 

Preston Players’ Club 
Dring & R. Pryce. 

St. Helens N.A.L.G.O. D.S. 
by Vernon Sylvaine. 


“World 


“A Job,” by 


“You Never Know Your 
“The White Lie,” by T. H. 


“Whither Ireland,” by 
““Witch’s Brew,” by Dorothy 
“Haste to the 
by Helen de 
“A Privy Council,” by W. 


The Road of Poplars,” 


13% 


Thingwall Dramatic Society. 

3* Sydney Box. 

bWallasey Playgoers’ Club. 
Eugene O’Neill. 


“Fantastic Flight,” by 
“The Dreamy Kid,” by 


SOUTHERN GROUP. 


DERBYSHIRE DIVISION. 


Chapel-en-le-Frith Amateur Players. 
by Leonard J. Hines & Frank King. 

Chesterfield (The) Playgoers’ Society. “Black Night,” 
by John Bourne. “Fantastic Flight,” by Sydney Box. 

Clay Cross Dramatic Society. Trial Scene from “The 
Merchant of Venice,” by Shakespeare. 

bcGreat (The) Hucklow Players. ‘‘An Improbable 
Episode,” by L. du Garde Peach. 


“*Vindication,” 


Pinxton (The) Welfare Dramatic Society. “Fata 
Deorum,”’ by Carl W. Duske. 
Rowsley (The) Amateur Dramatic Society. ‘The 


Thread o’ Scarlet,” by J. J. Bell. 
Settlement (The) Players. “The Bakehouse,” by 
J. O. Francis. 


Norts. Division. 


Boots A.D.S. “Sisters Tragedy,” by Richard Hughese 
Cameo Players. “Sad About Europe,” by Philip 
Johnson. 
Cameo Players. “Something Beautiful,” by Allan 

Martin-Harvey. 

Nottingham Playgoers’ Club. 
Vernon Sylvaine. 
John Odams. 

Robin Hood Players, Mansfield. 
John Drinkwater. 

Southwark Street O.S.A. 
R. St. C. Saville. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield Players. 
by Harry Penson. 

Non-Competitive— 

Repertory Players, Nottingham. 
(extract), by Shakespeare. 


“The Actress,” by 
“Pride of the Morning,” by 


“The Storm,” by 
“Cups of Bacchus,” by 
“Love and Uncle Henry,” 


“Romeo and Juliet” 


Notts. Rural Community Council. 


Calverton Players. ‘“‘The Black Horseman,” by Mary 
Pakington. 
bOxton Players. 
Tuxford Players. 
Warsop Players. 
Beatrice Mayor. 


“Eldorado,” by Bernard Gilbert. 
“Thread o” Scarlet,” by J. J. Bell. 
“Thirty Minutes in a Street,” by 


EASTERN GROUP. 


West Ripinc Division. 


Batley Grammar School O.G.D.S. 
the Inn,” by Susan Buchan. 

Bradford Girls’ Grammar School Players. 
Lifts,” by Essex Dane. 

Brighouse Players. ‘“The Quest,” by H. L. Wright. 

Halifax Thespians. ‘“The Gallant Cassian,” by Arthur 
Schnitzler. 

Hebden Bridge Literary & Scientific Society Dramatic 
Section. ““The Artist,” by Anton ‘Tchekov. 

bHuddersfield ‘Thespians. ‘‘Neighbourly Love,” by 
F, A. Carter. 

Huddersfield Vhespians. “They Refuse to be Resur- 
rected,” by N. K. Smith. 


“The Vision at 


“The' Veil 
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blikley Players. 
Gregson. 

King Cross Dramatic Society. “Little Father of the 
Wilderness,” by Lloyd Osborne & Austin Strong. 

Leeds Claytonians Dramatic Society. “The Return 
Ticket,” by John Whittingham. 

Montague Burton Players. ‘An Assyrian Afternoon,” 
by F. Sladen-Smith. 

Morley Adult School Players. 
Miles Malleson. 

Muff Field Players. 

National Union of Teachers’ Dramatic Society. 
Owners in Spain,”’ by Alice Brown. 

Old Hansonians Dramatic Society. 
Beholder,” by Cyril Grainger. 

Old Roundhegians Dramatic Society. 
by Stanley Houghton. 

Silsden Dramatic Guild (W.E.A.) 
Coal,” by Harold Brighouse. 

Skipton Players. ‘“‘The Barretts of Wimpole Street” 
(Act 4), by Rudolf Besier. 

Summerbridge Village Players. 
by Anthony P. Wharton. 

South Milford St. Mary’s Players. 
Helen M. Stringer. 
“Sociations,” by George A. Hyde. 


“Borrowed Likeness,” by James R. 


“Black ’Ell,” by 


“On Dartmoor,” by Neil Grant. 
“Joint 


“The Eye of the 
“Fancy Free,” 
“The Price of 


“13 Simon Street,” 


“Superstition,” by 


Thornes House Old Girls’ Dramatic Society. ‘“‘They 
Refuse to be Resurrected,” by N. K. Smith. 
Wibsey Wesleyan Reform Players. “The Fool” 


(Act III.), by Channing Pollock. 
William Sheafield Dramatic Society. 
by Sacha Guitry. 


“Villa For Sale,” 


NortH EAsTERN DIVISION. 


aAlnmouth Players. 
Voller. 

Bensham Settlement Players. 
Susan Glaspell. 

Brancepeth Colliery Welfare D.S. 
John Bourne. 

Cambo W.I. ““The Tinker’s Wedding,” by J. M. Synge. 

aConsett Community Players. ‘Outward Bound” 
(Act 1), by Sutton Vane. 

Durham A.D.S. ‘The Lonely of Heart,’ by Dorothy 
Coates. 

Elwick Road Old Boys’ D.S. 
by T. Richardson. 

Gateshead Y.W.C.A. 
Martinez Sierra. 

cHigh Heaton Tenants’ Association. 
March,” by Stanley Norman. 

Marie Hopps School of Dramatic Art. “Fours into 
Seven Won’t Go,” by Val Gielgud and Stephen 


“Me and Me Roses,”’ by H. C. 
“‘Woman’s Honour,” by 


“Black Night,” by 


“The Murder Bazaar,” 
“The Cradle Song (Act 1), by 


“The Hunger 


King-Hall. ‘The Lovely Miracle,” by Philip 
Johnson. 
Newcastle Y.M.C.A. “A Private Room,” by A. W. 
Pinero. 


abNewcastle Y.W.C.A. “The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street” (Act IV.), by Rudolf Besier. 

Pentland-Robson Dramatic School]. ‘“‘Suilven and the 
Eagle,” by Gordon Bottomley. 

People’s Theatre. ‘‘Punch and Go,” by John Gals- 
worthy. 

Progressive Players. 

Rock House Players. 
Terry. 

St. Paul’s Players. 


“Reaction,” by Hope Dodds. 
“Master Waytarer,”’ by J. E. H. 


“Mr. Sampson,” by Charles Lee. 


Sunderland Tramways Institute D.S. “Black ’EIl,” 
by Miles Malleson. 
Westovian D.S. “Joint Owners in Spain. by Alice 


Brown. “They Went Forth,” by H. F. Rubinstein. 
SHEFFIELD DIvIsION. 


“The Second Visit,” by 
ohn Bourne. 

Bawtry Dramatic Society. 
Neil Grant. 

Bradfield Players. ‘‘Rustic Hey,” by Nora Ratcliff. 

Clyde House Dramatic Society. ‘“‘Boccaccio’s Untold 
Tale,” by Harry Kemp. 

Hathersage Community Players. 
by F. Sladen-Smith. 

bMexborough Green Room Club. 
by Henry Laveden. 

Original Play Union. 
Hall. 

Rotherham Playgoers’ Society. ‘‘Send Her Victorious” 
by Philip Johnson. 

Sheffield Playgoers’ Society. ‘““The Little Man,” by 
John Galsworthy. ‘Murder Trial,” by Sydney Box. 

Sheffield Y.M.C.A. Dramatic Society. “Batter,” by 
George Beaumont. 

Stocksbridge Works Amateur 
“Lights Out,” by Walter Hudd. 

Woodfield Players. “The Rational Princess,” by 
Harold Brighouse. 


NORTHERN GROUP. 


Barnsley Playgoers’ Society. 
J 
“The Last War,” by 


“The Poison Party,” 
“The King’s Pet,” 
“Late to Mend,” by Raymond 


Dramatic Society. 


NortH WESTERN DrvisIon. 


Abbey Players’ Dramatic Society. 
Churl’s Son,” by Jane Cran. 

Ambleside Players. “The Second Visit,” by John 
Bourne. 

Barrow Teachers’ A.D.S. 
Philip Johnson. 
Sladen-Smith. 

Co-operative Dramatic 
Dorothy Hewlett. 

Dalton Unemployed Workers Drama Group. 
Yard,” by John Bewaldeth. 

Labour Club Dramatic Society. 
Look,” by J. M. Barrie. 

bLancaster Footlights Club. 
John Oswald Francis. 
Willis. 

Old Barrovians’ Dramatic Society. “The Privy 
Council,” by Lt.-Col. W. P. Drury & R. Pryce. 
Sacred Heart Dramatic Society. ‘The Nurse in Charge 

of the Case,” by E. F. Parr. 


“King’s Son, 


“The Lovely Miracle,” by 
“The Invisible Duke,” by F. 
“The 


Society. Box,” by 


“The 
“The Twelve Pound 


“Birds of a Feather,” by 
“After the Ball,” by Mary 


County of Cumberland Drama League. 


Brampton Players. “The Old Lady 
Medals,” by J. M. Barrie. 
Cockermouth W.E.A. Players. “‘The Long Christ- 
mas Dinner,” by Thornton Wilder. 
Dean W.E.A. Players. “Riders to the Sea,” by J. M. 
Synge. 
Kershopefoot Instructional Centre. 
by Rupert Croft-Cooke. 
“A Lodging tor the Night,”? by John Bewaldeth. 
Longtown W.E.A. “The Murder of Maria Martin,” 
abcd Penrith Players. “‘Liddy,”’ by James R. Gregson. 


Shows Her 


**Banquo’s Chair,” 
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East YORKSHIRE DrvisIon. 


Birdsall Players (A Team). ‘“‘Noblesse Oblige,” by 
G. Marson. (B. Team). “Checkmate,” by 
G. F. Marson. 

Brough Dramatic Society. 
by Mary Plowman. 
Delwood Players. ‘“‘Where the Whirlwind Blows,” 

by Essex Dane. 

East and West Ayton W.I. 
B. M. Danby. 

bFish Street Memorial Institute. “Cheap at the Price,” 
by Cadifor Evans. 

Hull Electricity Recreation Club (Drama Club). 


“Get out of your Cage,” 


““T’ Reek i? Chimla,” by 


“Alli- 


son’s Lad,” by B. M. Dix. 

Kirby Moorside Women’s Institute. “Sanctuary,” by 
Phoebe Rees. 

bKirkella Dramatic Society. “Woman Disposes,” by 
G. R. Milroy. 


Nawton Women’s Institute. 
by S. Houghton. 

North Cave Dramatic Society. “She Passed through 
Lorraine”’ (Act I.), by Lionel Hale. (Team withdrew 
before Festival.) 

Pickering Women’s Institute. 
by Mary Pakington. 

Rhodian Readers. ‘That Impossible Woman,” by 
Ernest Rhodes. 

Sharrah Drama Club. 


“The Dear Departed,” 


“*The Black Horseman,” 


“Fantastic Flight,” by Sydney 


Box. 
bSledmere Women’s Institute. “The Frogs,” by 
Aristophanes. 


bThe Old Cravonians Drama Circle. 
Paycock”’ (Act 2), by Sean O’Casey. 

Thornton-le-Dale. “The Ship Comes In,” by F. 
Austin Hyde. 

abcY ork Settlement Community Players. 
on the Window Pane,” by W. B. Yeats, 
Norte: Filey Dramatic Society paid entrance fee for 

Festival but withdrew before Festival. 


“Juno and the 


“The Words 


NortH Linpsey Drvision. 


Bishop Norton Drama Group. 
Edward Percy. 
Brigg Drama Group. 
James Wallace Bell. 
Burgh-le-Marsh Drama Group. “Footprints,” by 
Violet Methley. “Riders to the Sea,” by J. M. Synge. 
bcCleethorpes Dramatic Society. ‘‘Black Night,” by 
John Bourne. 
Grainthorpe Dramatic Society. 
by Philip Johnson. 
bGainsborough Dramatic Society. “On Dartmoor,” 
by Neil Grant. ‘‘Fantastic Flight,”’ by Sydney Box. 
Haxey Dramatic Society. “Between the Tides,” by 
Edwin Lewis. “Buying Biddy,” by Arthur Bartle. 
bHealing Dramatic Society. ‘‘Number Ten,” by Muriel 
and Sydney Box. 
Keadby Drama Group. 
Jennings. 
bLincoln High School O.G.A. “The Chimney Corner,” 
by M. E. Atkinson. ‘“‘Wrong Numbers,” by Essex 


“Women at War,” by 


“Symphony in Illusion,” by 


“To-day of All Days,” 


“Acid Drops,” by Gertrude 


Dane. 
Scunthorpe Players. “Symphony Pathetique,” by 
Sydney Box. “The Stoker,’ by H. Brighouse. 


“March Wedding,” by Sydney Box. 
Spridling Dramatic Group. “Arms and 
(Act III.) by Bernard Shaw. 


the Man,”’ 
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bThe Humberstonians. 

rected,” by N. K. Smith. 

Welton Drama Group. “Fanny’s First Play,” (Act I.) 
by Bernard Shaw. 


“They Refuse to be Ressur- 


WELSH AREA REPORT. 


With the Dawn of the New Year it was 
with a feeling far from optimistic that the 
League workers in Wales viewed the approach 
of the Festival. Since the formation of the 
Area it has appeared as though the Societies 
lacked the enthusiasm necessary to make the 
Festival a success and the entries each year 
represented just a few of the more prominent 
Societies. When the closing date for Entries 
arrived it was seen however, thatthe work done 
by some of the Executive Members had borne 
fruit and we entered on the work of the 
Festival with the magnificent entry of 65 teams. 
—so from the Southern Division and 15 from 
the Northern Division. 

Never has so much interest been taken in 
the Festival by the public of Wales and with the 
exception of one Centre splendid audiences 
have witnessed the performances. 

It is pleasing to note that greater originality 
has been shown in the choice of play and in 
several instances the performances have reached 
a particularly high standard. 

The Southern Division has been particularly 
fortunate in securing the services of Mr. 
John Bourne to adjudicate the Preliminary 
Rounds. He visited twelve Festivals and was 
extremely popular with Players and Public. 
His adjudications were of a constructive 
nature and players found his demonstrations 
particularly helpful. 


Phoenix Players. ‘“Shalem,”’ by J. Elsdon. 
*“Between the Soup and the Savoury,” by Gertrude 


Jennings. “The Witches Brew,” by Dorothy 
Radcliffe. 
Ruabon O.P.D.S. * “Vindication,” by Leonard J. 


Hines and Frank King. “Mr. Sampson,” by Charles 
Lee. “Ali the Cobbler,” by Martin Shepherd. 


* Finalists. 
SOUTHERN Division. 


Cardiff Little Theatre. 
Sladen Smith. 
Llanelly Amateurs. 
Barker. 

* Cardiff Literary and Dramatic Club. 
Illusion,” by J. W. Bell. 

Neo Eon Players. ‘“‘Hoccacio’s Untold Tale,” by 
H. Kemp. “S.O.S.,” by Norman Leven. 

Pemfro Players. “Twelfth of March,” by Florence 
Howell. 


“Happy Death, Ltd.,” by 
“Prunella,” Act 2., by Granville 


“Symphony in 
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Tredegar A.D.S. “‘Between the Soup and the Savoury,” 
by Gertrude Jennings. “Becky Sharpe,” by Olive 
Conway. ““The Lovely Miracle,” by Philip Johnson. 

Fishguard County School. “They Went Forth,” by 
H. F. Rubinstein. 

Port Talbot Y.M.C.A. 
Galsworthy. 

Cardiff University D.S. “The Bear,” by Chekhov. 

Pentre A.P.S. ““The Last Straw,” by B. Cox. 

Garrick (Mid-Rhondda). “The Strait Gate,’’ by A. O. 
Roberts. “‘Gwenllian,” by Mrs. Digby Smith. 
“Screen Scene from The School for Scandal,” by 
Sheridan. 

Mardy D.S. *‘Altar Piece,” by E. Levy. 
a Feather,” by J. O. Francis. 
J. O. Francis. 


“The Little Man,” by John 


“Birds of 

* “The Bakehouse,” by 

“Fantastic Flight,” by Sydney Box. 

Grovian Players. “Vindication,” by Leonard J. Hines 
and Frank King. ‘“‘The Sister who walked in 
Silence,’ by Philip Johnson. ‘““The Man in the 
Bowler Hat,” by A. A. Milne. 

Treorchy W.E.A. ‘““The Bakehouse,” by J. O. Francis. 

St. David’s, Pengam. “With Variations,” by F. M. 
Howard. 

Tredegar Yorick. 

Treharris A.D.S. 

Rudolph Besier. 

Barry Wheatsheaf. 
Stanley Houghton. 
Laurence Housman. 

Blackwood D.S. ‘“The Rose without a Thorn,” 
by C. Bax. “Possession,” by Laurence Housman. 
“Privy Council,” by Drury and Pryce. 

Blaengarw. ‘““The Legend,” by P. Johnson. 

Trecynon A.D.S. “The Patchwork Quilt,” by Rachel 
L. Field. “Birds of a Feather,” by J. O. Francis. 
“The Middleman,” by Henry A. Jones. 

Garth Players. ‘The Cab,”’ by John Taylor. 

Milford Haven. ‘“‘Bishop’s Candlesticks,’’ by Norman 
McKinnel. “Campbell of Kilmhor,” by J. A. 
Ferguson. 

*Community Players, Haverfordwest. ‘‘Privy Council,” 
by Drury and Pryce. 

Jerusalem, Blackwood. ‘The Playgoers,” by Pinero. 

Caerleon W.1. “They Refuse to be Resurrected,” 
by N. K. Smith. 

Abergavenny Cong. D.S. 


“Black Night,” by John Bourne. 
“‘Barretts of Wimpole Street,’’ by 


“The Dear 
“The 


Departed,” by 
Prize Pigeon,” by 


Act 2, 


“The Mask,”’ by Jesse and 


Harwood. “Elizabeth Refuses,” by Margaret 
Macnamara. 
Brecon. ‘“‘Mrs. Adis,” by Sheila Kay Smith. 


“Mrs. Biddlecombe and Furriners,”’ 
Brynmawr. ‘““Ihe Dark Curtain,” by Evelyn Herbert. 
Bronllys. ‘“The Jumble Sale.” 
Risca Settlement. “Bird in Hand” (Act 2), by John 
Drinkwater. 


* Finalists 


A Centre was worked at Haverfordwest 
for the Pembrokeshire Entrants and this was 
adjudicated by Mr. Sydney Box. 

As a result of these Preliminary Rounds the 
following four Teams were chosen to appear 
at the Southern Divisional Final at ¢ 
Mardy on April roth. 

Mardy in “‘Altar Piece.” 

Cardiff Literary Club in “Symphony in IWusion,” 

Mardy in ““Ihe Bakehouse.” 

Haverfordwest in “Privy Council.” 


In accordance with the Rules of the Festival 
the second Mardy Team dropped out and 
this allowed the Blackwood Society to take 
part in “The Rose without a Thorn” (Act 2). 
This Final was adjudicated by Miss Edith 
Craig who adjudged the Blackwood Team as 
winners. 

The Final at Mardy was honoured by a 
visit from Mr. Geoffrey Whitworth who was 
most enthusiastically received by the largest 
audience which has witnessed a Festival in 
Wales. 

The Preliminary Rounds of the Northern 
Division were played at Coedpoeth and were 
adjudicated by Mr. Martin Browne who sent 
the following four Teams forward to the 
Northern Divisional Final which takes place 
at Rhos on April 2oth, and will be adjudicated 
by Miss Edith Craig. 

1. Phoenix Players in “Between the Soup and the 

Savoury.” 
z. Grove Park O.G.D.S. in 
Wimpole Street,” Act 4. 
3. Ruabom O.P.D.S. in “Vindication.” 
4- Moorland Players in “By Order of the King.” 


“The Barretts of 


Miss Craig will compare the marks of the 
Finalists in the two Divisions and the Team 
which has received the highest total will 
represent Wales at the London Finals. 

This Team will also become the holders 
of the “Maynard Trophy” which Mr. and Mrs. 
Maynard of Blackwood have kindly presented 
to the Welsh Area. 


WELSH AREA ENTRIES 
NorRTHERN DtvIsion. 


Bwlichgwyn W.I.D.S. 
Philip Johnson. 
*Grove Park O.G.D.S. “The Barretts of Wimpole 
Street” Acts 1 to 5, by Rudolf Besier. 
Moorland Players. ***By Order of the 

Jane Moorland. 
Olivia Players. ‘“‘My Herbert Says,” by Hilda Fitch. 
Pwllheli Players. ‘The Ghost Walks,” by J. Moor- 
land. 


“World Without Men,” by 


King,” by 


SCOTLAND. 


The ninth year of the Festival in Scotland 
shows a further satisfactory increase of 58 
entries, bringing the total up to 385. The 
expansion has occurred principally in the 
South-East, North-East and Highland Divi- 
sions, and from many points of view this is 
particularly gratifiying, as the new entries are 
mainly from rural teams and involve a number 
of Festivals in towns which have hitherto 
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not participated. As an interesting experiment 
introduced in the first instance for the present 
year, an Elementary Class has been established 
to encourage extreme beginners to take part. 
The Rules of the Festival apply in the main to 
such entries, though they are not eligible to 
proceed beyond the second round of the 
Festival. The main point is that these teams 
receive public adjudications on a standard 
which may be more informative and en- 
couraging to beginners. 

For the first time it has been possible to 
accept entries from Gaelic-speaking teams ; 
unfortunately, the entry in this group was 
reduced to one, but the necessary procedure 
for dealing with these plays has been worked 
out and it is anticipated that there will be a 
Gaelic section of greater magnitude in future 
and that it may be possible to hold Festivals 
in the Outer Isles. Sir Alexander MacEwen 
has offered to present a cup to be held by the 
best Gaelic-speaking team. 


ANALYSIS OF ENTRIES. 
B.D.L. Open. Scottish Total 
Elementary. 
South-West a» ae 69 18 100 
South-East a 27 8 68 
Central .. a. 34 10 50 
North-East a 63 10 86 
Highland : 7 65 9 81 
72 258 55 385 


The B.D.L. entries of 72, compared with 
51 last year. Of the 55 entries received in the 
Elementary Class, 5 were from Clubs for the 
Unemployed and 3 from Gaelic-speaking 
teams. W.R.I. entries numbered 94 as com- 
pared with 96 last year. 

108 Preliminary Festival Sessions were held 
being distributed over 50 centres. Divisional 
Festivals were held in Edinburgh, Stirling, 
Inverurie and Dingwall (adjudicated by Mr. 
F, Sladen-Smith) and in Glasgow (adjudicators: 
Messrs. Robert G. Newton, Andrew P. Wilson 
and Colin Milne). 

The following teams appeared at the Scottish 
Final Festival in the Lyric Theatre, Glasgow, 
on April 4th, sth and 6th, before Mr. C. 
Harold Ridge as adjudicator :— 


SouTH-East Divisio 
*Edinburgh Elocution Club. “Martha,” by Joe Corrie. 
*Newhbattle Burns Club Dramatic Society, “Bath- 


sheba of Saareema,”’ by Aino Kallas. 
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SoutH-WeEst Division. 


Players’ Club, Port Glasgow. 
J. S. Coppard. 

*Troon Ex-Servicemen’s 
“The Anatomist,” 
Bridie. 


“Sordid Story,” by 
Amateur Dramatic Club, 
(Act IL, Scene 1), by James 


CENTRAL DIvISsION. 


Kirkcaldy Blue Triangle Players. ‘Cradle Song”’(Act]), 
by Martinez Sierra. 


NortH-East Division. 


Kirkwall Amateur Dramatic Society. 
- by John Taylor. 

*Northern Theatre Club, Aberdeen. 
Illusion,” by James W. allace Bell. 


“The Cab,” 
“Symphony in 


HIGHLAND DrvIsIon. 


Brora Players. “Sad About Europe,” by Philip 
Johnson. 
Inverness Evening Continuation Classes. ‘‘Marsaili’s 


Weeping,” by Gordon Bottomley. 
Of these teams the four marked with an asterisk had 
entered in the B.D.L. Festival. 
The placing was :— 
Ist. Edinburgh Elocution Club. 
2nd. Troon Ex-Servicemen’s Amateur Dramatic 
Club. 
Kirkcaldy Blue Triangle Players. 
The former therefore proceeds to the London Final 
Festival as the B.D.L. representative from Scotland. 


List oF BririsH Drama LEAGUE ENTRIES IN SCOTLAND. 


Aberlady W.R.I. “Sanctuary,” 
“Till the Bus Comes,”’ 

Athelstaneford W.R.I. 
Comfort. 

Banchory Amateur Dramatic Club. 
by John Bourne. 

Banff Dramatic Club. “Thin Ice,” by Kenneth M. 
Yorston. ‘Meet Mrs. Beeton,’’ by L. du Garde 
Peach. 

Barr & Stroud Dramatic Club. 
by Sydney Box. 

B.C.1. Players. “The Great Dark,” by Don Totheroe. 
““Number Ten,” by Sydney Box. 

Bearsden Dramatic Club. ‘“‘Michael,’’ by 
Malleson. 

Belmont Dramatic Society. ‘Thus Far,’’ by Stuart 
Ready. ‘Pilgrims,’ by Rosalind Vallance. 

Berwick-on-‘'weed Amateur Dramatic Socicty. 
tastic Elight,” by Sydney Box. 
Arthur Pinero. 

Berwick-on-Tweed High School Dramatic Club. 
Scenes from “T'welfth Night,” by Wm. Shakespeare. 

Broughty West Dramatic Society. “Playgoers,” by 
Arthur Pinero. 

( orstorphine Literary Association (Incorp.) Dramatic 
Section. ‘Cock Robin,’ ‘by Marshall Lang. ‘‘Baps,” 
by Andrew Anderson. “A Historical ~ Shudder,” 
by Jack Muir. 

Crossroads Dramatic Class. “It Might Happen to 
You,” by Wm, Aitken and Paterson Whyte. ‘“‘Hold 
Up,” by Andrew Anderson. 

Dunbar W.R.1. ‘The Bride,’ by 


by Phoebe M. Rees 
by Andrew P. Wilson. 
“The Return,” by G. C 


“Black Night,” 


“Fantastic Flight,” 


Miles 


**Fan- 
“Playgoers,” by 


Gertrude Jennings. 
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Dunkeld Players. ‘The Market-Money,” by Eden 
Phillpotts. ““The Price of Coal,” by Harold Brighouse. 
Edinburgh Elocution Club. ‘The Border Line,” by 
D. Gordon Wright. “Why the Chimes Rang,” 


by Eliz. Apthorp McFadden. “Martha,” by Joe 
Corrie. 
Falkirk High School F.P. Dramatic Circle. “Mrs. 


Waterbury’s Millenium,” by James Bridie. ‘Count 
Albany,”’ by Donald Carswell. 

Fellowship Players. “Battle in the 

Campbell Robson. 

Findhorn Players. “Legend,” by Philip Johnson. 
“O.H.MLS.,”? by Ronald Gow. “Their Business in 
Great Waters,” by Louis N. Parker. 

Forres Literary Society Players. ‘“‘March Hares” 
(Act II.), by H. W. Gribble. “The Hat Trick,” by 
Neil Grant. 

Garvald W.R.I. 
Houghton. 

Gatehouse Dramatic Club. “Where the Cross is 
Made,” by Eugene O'Neill. “Keep Calm,” by 
Louis Goodrich. 

Glasgow Corporation Transport Players. ‘“‘A Bill of 
Divorcement”’ (Act II.), by Clemence Dane. 

Guardbridge Memorial Institute Dramatic 
“Yellow Leaf,” by Philip Blair. 

Haddington W.R.I. ‘“‘A Family Comedy,” by Marjorie 
Bowen. 

Hillington Park Church Dramatic Society. 
Grenadier,” by George Reston Malloch. 
Kirkintilloch Players. ‘The Hoose o’ the Hill,” by 

Joe Corrie. 

Longniddry W.R.I. “The Jumble Sale,” by Andrew 
P. Wilson. 

“M.M.” Players. 
Johnson. 

Morham W.R.I. “‘No Hawkers,” by Christine Orr. 

Newbattle Burns Club Dramatic Society. ‘“The Auld 
Alliance,” by Jack Muir. ‘‘Bathsheba of Saareema,” 
by Aino Kallas. 

Northern Theatre Club, Aberdeen. ‘“The Man Who 

wouldn’t go to Heaven,” by F. Sladen-Smith. ““The 
Thread o’ Scarlet,” by J. J. Bell. “Symphony in 

Illusion,” by James Wallace Bell. 

Pantheon Club. ‘‘Many Happy Returns,” by W. D. 
Cocker. “Bar Sinister,’ by D. Gordon Wright. 
“The Heroic Mould,” by W. Templeton Law. 

Paisley Players Club. ‘‘Half-an-Hour,” by J. M. Barrie. 

Renfrew Exchange Players. “Fantastic Flight,” by 
Sydney Box. 

Rotary Players of Aberdeen. 
W. O. Webster. 
W. O. Webster. 

St. Andrews Dramatic Society. 
Janet Laing and Paterson Whyte. 
by Sydney Box. 

Stornoway Dramatic Society. 
J. O. Francis. ‘‘World Without Men,” by Philip 
Johnson. “Spreading the News,” by Lady Gregory. 
“Double Dealing,” by W. W. Jacobs. 

Stromness Amateur Dramatic Society. 
by Francis Mark. 

The Makars. ‘Tam Lin,” by Christine Orr. ‘The 
Artist,” by Tchekov (adapted by Miles Malleson). 

Troon Ex-Servicemen’s Amateur Dramatic Club. ‘*The 
Anatomist”” (Act II., Scene 1.), by James Bridie. 
“Trade Union,” by Hal. D. Stewart. 

Y.W.C.A. Players, Inverness. “Why the 
Rang,” by Eliz. Apthorp McFadden, 


Kingdom,” by 


“The Dear Departed,” by Stanley 


Circle. 


“The 


“Little Glass Houses,” by Philip 


“‘Her Dear Stars,” by 
“A Wonderful Evening,” by 


“‘Easy-oasy,” by 
“‘Fantastic Flight” 


“The Poacher,” by 


**Tarakin,”’ 


Chimes 


RECENT BOOKS 
Reviewed by F. Sladen-Smith 


*“Modern One-Act Plays from the French.” Trans- 
lated by Virginia and Frank Vernon. Allen & Unwin. 
7s. 6d. 

“The Winter 
Duckworth. 5s. 

“Ten Elizabethan Plays.” 
Howard. Nelson. 7s. 6d. 

“The Best One-Act Plays of 1934.” 
J. W. Marriott. Harrap. 5s. 

“The One-Act Theatre.” 


Garden.” By John Galsworthy. 
Edited by Edwin J. 
Selected by 


First, second & third 


book. French. 2s. 6d. each. 
“St. Helena.” By R. C. Sherriff & Jeanne de 
Casalis. Gollancz. 6s. 


“Widows Might.” By Frederick Jackson. ‘The 
Sheraton Bureau.” By Frank Stayton. ‘The Sander- 
son Soviet.” by Muriel Jaeger. “Mother & Son.” 
By Armitage Owen. French. ts. 6d. each. 


UCH the most important book in this month’s 
list is ““Modern One-Act Plays from the French,” 
collected and translated by Virginia and Frank Vernon. 
It is of especial significance owing to the fact that in 
France the one-act play has always been considered a 
medium worthy the attention of the greatest dramatists 
and certain of recognition and first-class professional 
production. Consequently, most of the great names 
in French drama are here, and the plays, although 
differing widely in style and subject, are of an almost 
uniform standard, a standard only reached in England 
during the early days of the Repertory movement 
when our finest dramatists found it worth while to 
write one-act plays—and the work produced then is in 
considerable contrast with the very poor stuff we are 
often burdened with at the present moment. As Mr. 
Vernon points out in his admirable preface, the primary 
emotions of civilised nations are strangely similar, 
and many of the plays in this volume will make an 
universal appeal by their presentment of problems 
familiar to us all, treated not only with remarkable 
penetration, but (and here we come to a distinguishing 
feature of the volume) with an equally absorbed interest 
in their intellectual content. One of the finest is M. 
Paul Geraldy’s ‘“‘Just Boys,” in which the relations 
between a father and son are depicted with astounding 
skill and truthfulness. Another little masterpiece, 
in autumnal vein, is “‘Faithful !’’ by M. Pierre Wolff, a 
moving study of four old people celebrating a birthday 
—and, as a contrast to these, we have M. Sacha Guitry’s 
famous “‘Villa for Sale’? with its light and brilliant wit. 
Other plays, fine in their way but scarcely likely to make 
sO instantaneous an appeal, are the quiet and domestic 
“The Art of Making Friends,’ “Happiness,” “An 
Old Friend,” and M. Eugéne Brieux’s mordant study 
of jealousy, “Because | Love You.” There are two 
historical sketches, one of the last hours of Madame 
du Barry, and the other a comedy taking place in the 
dressing room of a XVIII century theatre. There is 
also one melodrama, more intelligent than most if not 
so exciting. In the examples of fantasy, poetry, or 
humour, the plays become more noticeably alien. 
“The Tin Soldier and the Paper Dancer,’ a comedy in 
couplets, manages to appear extremely dull; the fervid 
“He Who Did Not Kill” one reads with respect, but 
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to the English mind the twelve year old boy will appear 
grotesque ; while the varied humour of “Free Treat,” 
“Peace at Home, ” “The Bronze Lady and the Crystal 
Gentleman” and several others, is more interesting 
than coruscating. But, however slight the es 
there is not a play in the book without a swift and 
sensitive understanding of emotional subtleties and a 
compelling skill in presenting them within the limitations 
of a difficult medium. 

“The Winter Garden’’ consists of four tiny pieces, 
hitherto unpublished, by John Galsworthy. The first 
two are negligible, although Mrs. Galsworthy has a good 
word to say for the discarded fragment from “Escape” 
—but the last two are as interesting as they are tantal- 
ising, as each one is gripped from the start by what is 
apparently going to be a long, absorbing play, full of 
telling lines and arresting character studies—and then 
alas, no more. “Ten Elizabethan Plays” is a useful 
volume, because without doubt, some of the famous 
plays included here are still taken as read by numbers 
of people who consider themselves students of drama. 
“The Alchemist,” for instance, may be well enough 
known, but not so many are familiar with Kyd’s famous 

“Spanish Tragedy”’ however frequently they may have 
come across allusions to it, and the same applies to other 
plays in this book, which is well produced, with care- 
ful notes, although it would be a great improvement 
for purposes of reference if the act and scene were 
printed at the head of each page. 

It is difficult to imagine a more exacting title than 
“The Best Plays of 1934.’ but this well known series 
usually contains plays which, if not of necessity master- 
pieces, still have a merit which places them beyond the 
average. Only a few in the present volume are disap- 
pointing—‘‘Buflalmacco’s Jest” and “The Bureau- 
crats,”’ for instance, are neither of them as amusing as 
their authors intended ; but Mr. Harold Brighouse’s 
interesting ““The Boy : What will he Become ?” ; 
Miss Freda Pietersen’ s distressingly faithful reproduc- 
tion of office life “Security” ; and Mr. Sydney Box’s 
expressionistic “Self-Made Man,” are all excellent in 
their way, and Mr. Edward Percy contributes one of his 
skilful plays for an all-women cast, ““The Language of 
Love,” a Victorian study. Two of the plays by foreign 
authors are remarkable—the quaint Japanese comedy 
“‘Raizan” and the strangely powerful ““The Tenth Man,” 
which takes place inside a synagogue in Galicia. As 
for “Over the Top,”’ which shows the interior of a tank 
in one of the counter-attacks in December 1917, it may 
be scarcely a play in the ordinary sense, but it is tremen- 
dous experience even when read. 

The first three volumes of ““The One-Act Theatre’ 
include a great variety of plays, some of them slight 
sketches only. The merit is also varied, excellent 
pieces appearing side by side with work that once more 
fills us with astonishment at the trivialities which, 
at the moment, can gain recognition. In the first book 
the longest play is a Scotch drama of the rebellion of 
1745— tragic enough in its details of the suffering and 
tortures of that terrible period of Highland history. 
Among other sketches is an amusing one, “There’s 
Money Coming to You,” dealing with the adventures 
of a crook disguising his activities as a fortunc-teller. 
In the second book is a graceful example of tragedy in 
the Chinese manner, “Moonlight on the Willow Well,” 
and some realistic plays, including the g grisly and effective 
ghost episode “‘Just Off Piccadilly.” But it is strange 
to find well-known dramatists such as A. J. Talbot and 
Gertrude Jennings content ot write the poor stuff of 
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“In a Local Palace of Justice,” and ‘The Christenin 
In the third book variety of all kinds is more than ey 
the key-note and, it is fortunate that the convine 
characterization and well-suggested atmosphere of 
Milton play “Paradise Regained” gives strength to 
volume which contains sketches such as “Attend 
Misery.” 

All the long plays on the list are interesting. 
Helena,” by Mr. R. C. Sherriff and Miss Jeanne 
Casalis is a study of the last years of Napoleon’s 
which studiously avoids the theatrical. The p 
with its patient research and truthfulness, and 
remarkably well-drawn characters (every character 
alive, Napoleon as much as any), shows how much 
have advanced since the days when such a subject wou 
have been the excuse for sensational scenes and sent 
mental heroics—and, also, a little of what we have lo 
for photographic fidelity is apt to be more effective j 
reading than in presentation, and it is possible that th 
sensitive and moving play is more satisfactory in th 
study than on the stage. ‘Widows Might,” the fara 
cal comedy by Mr. Frederick Jackson, begins amusing! 
enough with the faked plot of a stolen necklace design 
to bring a recalcitrant man into the clutches of an 
tractive widow once more, but the complications becom 
so complicated, with the men trying to score over th 
women and the women redoubling their energies 
score over the men, that the end brings with it a sens@ 
tion perilously akin to relief. Mr. Frank Stayton! 
play “The Sheraton Bureau” is refreshing because the 
author is careful to Jay all his cards on the table. Them 
is no mystery about the missing will, there is no myste: 
about the motives of the people profoundly affected 
by it, and the part of Mrs. Davenant, the weak, dotin 
mother of the impossible Philip, is a good ong 

“The Sanderson Soviet” by Miss Muriel Jaege 
belongs to the early repertory school of northes 
domestic characterisation, and is a good example « 
its class. “Mother and Son,” a Lancashire play b 
Mr. Armitage Owen, shows the great industrial county 
on its best behaviour. The play begins in 1904 am 
ends in 1934, and despite the fact that hearts are too 
consistently golden, is a pleasant comedy filled wit 
likeable people. 








WESTERN AREA FESTIVAL. 


Western Arca Final will be held in th 
Memorial Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon, on Monday 
May 13th, at 1.30 p.m., when teams from Shrewsb 


The 


Southampton, Bristol, Leicester, and Kelly will 
compete for the honour of representing the Wester] 
Area at the National Final, at the Old Vic, on May 27th. 
The Adjudicator will be Mr. Iden Payne. <A Theatee! 
Dinner Party has been arranged at Whytegates Private 
Hotel at 7 p.m., and seats for ‘““The Tempest” in th 
Memorial Theatre, in the evening, can be obtained af 
the Special price of 2 /6. Full particulars will be sent 
on application to Mr. Bushill Matthews, “Harryon,” 
Hillaries Road, Gravelly Hill, Birmingham. 








In our next number an announcement will be made 
as to the opening of the new League Premises at 
9, Fitzroy Square, London, and the further list 
Donations to the Equipment Fund, unavoidably held 
over this month owing to lack of space. 
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ST. PANCRAS PEOPLE'S 
THEATRE 


Charrington Street, 
Crowndale Road, N.W.1 


TEL: EUSTON 1769 
Under the Direction of Eprrn. NEgviL_e 


Producer and Manager Rose Pgzaro 


MAY PERFORMANCES, 1935 





rd 
The Moon in the Yellow River Dennis Johnston. 


oth, 10th and 11th 
Saint — 


nee | 


Bernard Shaw 


idow' s 5 Cichind Joan Temple 
a 24th and 25th 


hree Cornered Moon Gertrude Tonkonogy 
goth, 31st and Fune ist 


Colonel Wotherspoon James Bridie 


Front and Reserved Seats 2/6 & 1/6; Admission 7d. 
Season Ticket for same seat for ten plays 15/- & 12/6 





Vacancies for men of experience and ability for 
Amateur Repertory Company, and for 
Instrumentalists for Theatre Orchestra. 


Send stamp for prospectus to: 
The Soanevaey. Se Pancras_ People's I be pune Ltd., at 
the above Interviews by appointment. 














LITTLE THEATRE, CITIZEN HOUSE, BATH, 
AND 
EVERYMAN THEATRE, HAMPSTEAD. N.W.3. 


=e ques 4 eee held i er = 
sessions, in itse. roughout August 
tember, in Bath and London eatres. All of Plays 
produced. Acting 5 speripers. Public Performances. 
Course Fee, Three 

Performances of “Modern, Shakespearean and Classic 
Plays, suitable for Community’ Groups and Dramatic Societies, 
given at Everyman tre, Hampstead, on Sunday after- 
noons throughout May and June. Admission Free by imvita- 


tion ticket. 
Stage Costumes, all periods, sizes, ve an rel 
Scenery, Properties, available on Coe at “- ive 





Courses, Plays, Costumes, ee 
cone i. Catisen House, Bath, enclosing stamped 
envelope. 











“The Greater Law ”’ 


A SERIOUS COMEDY IN ONE ACT 
By Leonard White 


(Prize winning play in London C.H.A. Club (B.D.L,) 
One-Ast Play competition; as played by the Plymouth 
Repertory Theatre, the R.A.D.A Piayers, the Bath 
Citigen House Prayers, and broadcast three times.) 


7M. 4F. 40 minutes. 


ts. 1d. nett (post free) from: 


British Drama League Bookshop ; 
or from the Publishers : 
H. F. W. Deane & Sons, 31, Museum Street, W.C.1. 


British Drama League : 


SUMMER SCHOOLS 
1935 





MALVERN 


(RESIDENTIAL) 


August 9th to 23rd 


(During Malvern Festival) 
Mr. JOHN FERNALD 
Mr. RICHARD SOUTHERN 
Mr. HAROLD RIDGE 








CAMBRIDGE 


(AT THE NEW A.D.C. THEATRE) 


September 6th to [4th 


Mr. TYRONE GUTHRIE 
Mr. NORMAN MARSHALL 
Mr. EVAN JOHN 


Particulars from the Schools. Organizer, 


British Drama League. 














All Advertisements should be addressed to the British Drama League (Advert. Dept.) 











LENINGRAD FESTIVAL OF ARTS 


JUNE Ist to 10th 


SYMPHONY CONCERTS, BALLET, DRAMA, OPERA 
(including Schostakovitch’s Lady Macbeth) 


Three Weeks Cruise Tour in conjunction with the Festival, 
commencing May 25th, from £22 inclusive. 





POPULAR CRUISE TOURS TO U.S.S.R. 


Visiting Leningrad and Moscow from £19 inclusive. 





For particulars and FREE literature apply to: 


INTOURIST LTD., BUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. 
OR ASK YOUR OWN TRAVEL AGENT. 








PICTORIAL POSTERS in COLOUR |} 


Posters, as produced by the Play Poster Society, for the following plays, may now be obtained from : 
the British Drama League—These Posters are ‘double crown,’ i.e. 20ins. by 30 ins. and have a space “7 
of 4 ins. above thedesign and 6 ins. below for overprinting by your local printer or by hand. — 


Tue Barrerrs or WimpoLe Street THE FARMER’s WIFE Tue Mrppre Watcu 

‘Tostas AND T'HE ANGEL Tue Guost TRAIN *MuRDER ON THE SECOND FLOOR 

A MourbD:R HAS BEEN ARRANGED AmsBrose APPLEJOHN’S ADVENTURE *T'HE THIRTEENTH CHAIR 

Outwarp Bounp FresH Frevps *Hawk Is_anp Rees 
Hay Fever BERKELEY SQUARE *T Hs CaSE OF THE FRIGHTENED LADY [fh 
Tue FourrH WALL Tue Tupor WENCH 

DANGEROUS CORNER Tue Rose WirHout a THORN 


line seer prs 
Nine Tit Six 
HS geod psn Dear Brutus pets EAL ake | 
Posters for Shakespeare and Bernard Shaw plays are also 
PRICES: available. These consist of a portrait of the Author with 
7s. 6d. for 6. the name of the play overprinted. They may be obtained 
12s. 6d. for 12. blank if required. 
£1 1s. for 25. = < ‘ F P 
‘te: Goleta A Stock “ Aldwych” Farce Poster is now obtainable, overprinted with any 
subsequent 25. of the undermentioned play titles :- 
Single Specimen Posters THARK THe Cuckoo In THE Nest 
— . corpo Tons or Money It Pays TO ADVERTISE 
Rookery Noox A Cup oF KINDNESS 


A remittance must be enclosed with each order and be made payable to the British Drama League. 














Printed by Gzo. B. Corron & Co., Ltd., Croydon, 















































